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Sexual Assault Fact Sheet
One in five Maine residents reports that they have been the victim of rape or attempted rape during their lifetime; that means 28.5% of female respondents and 7.4% of male respondents counted themselves as survivors.
Maine Crime Victimization Report: Informing Public Policy for Safer Communities, Mark Rubin. Muskie School of Public Service, University of Southern Maine, 2007

**********

In 2007, there were 248,300 victims of rape, attempted rape, or sexual assault.  If there are 365 days in a year, there were roughly 680 victims a day (248,300/365).  If there are 24 hours in a day, there were roughly 28 victims an hour (680/24).  And if there are 60 minutes in an hour, this means that in the U.S. a rape, attempted rape, or sexual assault will occur every 2 minutes (60/28).  
(National Crime Victimization Survey 2007, U.S. Department of Justice, 2007)
**********
By this same math, because there were 393 rapes reported to police in the state in 2007, someone in Maine will be raped every 22 hours and 17 minutes.  

Crime in Maine 2007. Maine Department of Public Safety, 2007
**********
Comparatively, in 2006 there were 340 rapes reported to Maine police and in 2005 there were 322.  According to these statistics, the incidences of rapes reported increased 5.6% from 2005 to 2006, and then increased 15.6% from 2006 to 2007.  
Crime in Maine 2007. Maine Department of Public Safety, 2007
**********
These two statistics are based about the rapes and sexual assaults reported to police in Maine in 2007.  It is important to remember that less than 40% of rape/sexual assault victims report their victimization to law enforcement.  

National Crime Victimization Survey 2006, Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice, 2006

**********
In 2007, 38% of sexual assaults reported to law enforcement in the state, occurred in York & Cumberland counties.
Crime in Maine 2007, Maine Department of Public Safety, 2007

**********

48.6% of adult Maine sexual assault survivors report that they have been diagnosed as depressed, as opposed to 17.5% individuals who have never been sexually assaulted.
2006 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, Maine CDC.
**********    

Almost 18 million women and almost 3 million men in the United States have been raped. This means that one of every six women and one of every thirty-three men have been raped at some time. 
Special Report: Findings from the National Violence Against Women Survey, National Institute of Justice, 2006

**********
In 2006, of the 260,930 victims of rape/sexual assault found by the National Crime Victimization Survey, 232, 960 were female and 27,970 were male.  This means 90% of victims are female and 10% are male.  

National Crime Victimization Survey 2006, Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice, 2006
**********
Nearly 60% of rape/sexual assault victims did not report their victimization to the police in 2006, according to National Crime Victimization Survey data. Males were the least likely to report a sexual assault, though they make up about 10% of all victims. 
National Crime Victimization Survey 2006, Bureau of Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice, 2006

**********
Approximately 2/3 of rapes are committed by someone known to the victim.  These perpetrators were acquaintances, friends, boyfriends and girlfriends, or family members.  

National Crime Victimization Study 2005, U.S. Department of Justice, 2005

**********
99% of female and 85% of male survivors were raped by a male.  Most rapists are men, but most men are not rapists.  

Special Report: Findings from the National Violence Against Women Survey, National Institute of Justice, 2006
**********
Most “undetected” rapists (those who have not been convicted or served time in jail) are repeat rapists who commit an average of six rapes each. Instead of using weapons, threats, or extreme physical force or violence, these individuals premeditate their attacks, identify and isolate victims, and deliberately use only as much force as necessary, such as psychological weapons and alcohol. 

The Undetected Rapist, Lisak, 2002 and Special Report: Findings from the Violence Against Women Survey, National Institute of Justice, 2006

**********
Remember clear consent needs to be given to avoid misunderstandings.

Not sure?  Unclear?

Always Ask!

Help, Hope, and Healing


