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Stranger vs. Non-Stranger
One of the myths about sexual assault by non-strangers is that it is less common than sexual assault by a stranger. In research performed by David Lisak, (2005) he refers to the non-stranger offender as the “undetected rapist” and states that this offender is actually the most common type of offender. Lisak goes on to say that the following characteristics define an undetected rapist:

· Knows the victim

· Does not use a weapon

· Uses instruments and avoids unnecessary violence

· Plans and premeditates attacks

· Uses multiple strategies to make the victim vulnerable

· Uses alcohol deliberately

· Is not mentally ill

· Has access to consensual sex

· Is found in all racial and ethnic groups (p. 2)

Stranger Sexual Assault

When most people hear the words rape or sexual assault, they may envision sexual assault by a stranger where an unknown offender is hiding in the dark, wearing a ski mask, and holding a weapon. It is important to note that stranger offenders do not necessarily wait for nightfall, nor do they necessarily wear anything to cover their identity.  More often, they commit violence quickly without any prior warning and use physical force and/or verbal threats to gain power and control.

Non-Stranger Sexual Assault

Intimate Partner Sexual Assault 

Sexual assault committed by a current or a previous intimate may be referred to as sexual assault by an intimate partner, domestic violence, or marital rape. Domestic violence and marital rape can include all types of non-consensual sexual activity by one partner toward the other partner or former partner, without regard for living arrangement, legal status of relationship, or gender of the partners.  
 Acquaintance Sexual Assault

Acquaintance sexual assault, also called acquaintance rape or date rape, refers to sexual assault by an offender who is known to the survivor. Incidents of acquaintance sexual assault make up a large percentage of all sexual assaults.  According to the Rape Abuse Incest National Network (RAINN) located in Washington, D.C.:

· 73% of sexual assaults are perpetrated by a non-stranger 
· 38% of perpetrators are a friend or acquaintance of the victim
· 28% are an intimate
· 7% are another relative.
(RAINN, NCVS 2006, 7)
Impact of Non-Stranger Sexual Assault

A common myth is that non-stranger sexual assault has less of an impact on the survivor.  No one form of sexual violence is any more or less traumatic for the person who experienced it.  As David Lisak notes, “We don’t refer to ‘acquaintance murder’ ”.  

Sexual assault is a violation of a person’s body, trust, spirituality and the world that person perceived themselves to live in. The impact is decided by the survivor, not by the offender or any previous relationship that may or may not have existed.

As is true of all types of sexual violence, acquaintance sexual assault is not about sex but about a desire for power, control, and domination. When the offender knows the survivor and there has been an agreement to spend time together, the offender may isolate and manipulate the survivor by:

· Locking the door and not allowing them to leave

· Promising to take them home from a party but taking them somewhere else

· Using financial pressure, i.e. feeling entitled to sex because of paying for dinner 

· Applying emotional pressure, threatening not to go out with them again if they do not agree to have sex 

· Threatening public embarrassment by telling others they were sexually intimate whether they were or not

Some of the above examples may not be considered illegal.  However, it may seem like sexual assault to the survivor or to someone concerned for the survivor regardless of any current or previous relationship.  Individuals always have the right to report a situation to law enforcement and it is up to law enforcement to determine whether or not a situation is illegal.
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